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Specialist expertise

Jen brings a depth of experience spanning science, policy and engagement. She is an experienced freshwater
ecologist with experience providing expert advice, assessments and technical input to resource management,
catchment management and restoration. This includes assessing the effects of a wide range of activities on
streams, rivers and lakes, utilising expert skills and knowledge in field survey methods, data analysis, research
and presentation of evidence and advice.

With experience working in leadership roles in central government, Jen is a versatile thinker who can facilitate

understanding across disciplines. She has demonstrated strength in developing and employing analytical
frameworks to provide well-reasoned evidence and advice to decision-makers.

Qualifications

e PhD - Biological Sciences, University of Waikato, 2013.
e MSc - Biological Sciences - First Class Honours, University of Waikato, 2008.
e BSc- Biological Sciences, BA - German (conjoint), University of Auckland, 2006.

Professional positions

e August 2024- Director, Cobble Consulting Limited

e 2021-24 Sector Manager, Office of the Auditor-General

o 2020-24 Acting Manager/Manager, Ministry for the Environment

e 2018-20 Senior Analyst, Ministry for the Environment

e 2017-18 Senior Ecologist and Technical Leader — Freshwater Ecology, Kessels Ecology
e 2012-17 Senior Freshwater Ecologist, Kessels Ecology

e 2009-12 PhD student, University of Waikato

e 2012 Freelance copy editor (part-time), Inter-Research

e 2009-2012 Research and teaching assistant (part-time/temporary contracts), University of Waikato

Professional affiliations/memberships

Freshwater Sciences Society of New Zealand

Other training

Technical / fieldwork: current first aid certificate, off-road four-wheel drive training, backpack electrofishing
certification, New Zealand driver’s licence, advanced open water diver, NZ Day Skipper, Statistical Methods for
Water Quality Studies.
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General: Natural Resources Sector Aspiring Leaders Programme, Select Committee and Media training, Treaty of
Waitangi, Wall Walk, Project Management, Facilitation Skills, Coaching, Te Reo Maori Beginners and Advanced
Beginners’ Courses, Rainbow 101.

Awards and scholarships

e New Zealand Freshwater Sciences Society S.I.L. 1987 Trust Fund Travel Award, 2011

e Fish and Game New Zealand Best Fish and Game presentation, New Zealand Freshwater Sciences
Society Conference, 2009, 2010, 2011

o New Zealand Federation of Graduate Women Merit Award for Doctoral Study

e University of Waikato Masters Research Scholarship

Selected reports and publications

Select committee advice

2024/25 Estimates for Vote Agriculture, Biosecurity, Fisheries and Food Safety - Office of the Auditor-General

2024/25 Estimates for Vote Business, Science and Innovation (excluding appropriations related to the Retail
Crime Subsidy, the Health Research Fund, and New Zealand Trade and Enterprise) - Office of the
Auditor-General

2022/23 Annual review of the Ministry for Primary Industries - Office of the Auditor General

2022/23 Annual review of the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment - Office of the Auditor-General

2022/23 Annual Review of WorkSafe New Zealand - Office of the Auditor-General
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